Traumatic disruption of the brachiocephalic artery.
We report the case of a patient presenting with blunt chest and head injuries. Initial emergency department evaluation revealed a pulmonary contusion and suspected closed head injuries. Computed tomographic scan of the head was unremarkable. An angiogram performed to further investigate the nature of his head injuries revealed a disruption of the brachiocephalic artery. The lesion was surgically repaired in the operating room and the patient was moved to the intensive care unit, where he remained comatose and died from complications of his head and chest injuries on the seventh post-operative day. The pathophysiology and clinical manifestations of injuries to the brachiocephalic artery are discussed.